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Change in Labor Remuneration Difference between
Migrant Workers and Urban Workers
ZHANG Shi-wei, WU Na
(Center for Quantitative Economics, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of China Health and Nutrition Survey from 1993 to 2009, we establish a
fixed-effect model of labor remuneration and decompose the changes in labor remuneration difference
between migrant workers and urban workers. The results show: during the period from 1993 to 2009,
although the household register discrimination has shown a decline trend, both the education level between
migrant workers and urban workers and the education return rate in the urban labor market have been
raising, which lead to a widening trend of labor remuneration difference between migrant workers and
urban workers. Therefore, the government should develop and implement fair employment system and
income distribution system, and also the education system and training policies which can improve the
human resource level of rural residents, this will help narrow the labor remuneration difference between
migrant workers and urban workers.

Key words: migrant workers; labor remuneration difference; household register discrimination; fixed-

effect model
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